
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Shoulder Patch Design Criteria 

 
 
Representatives of the new Three Harbors Council, Boy Scouts of America, which 
encompasses the former Milwaukee County and Southeast Wisconsin Councils, is 
seeking design submissions for an official council shoulder patch. 
 
Patch design submissions will be reviewed by a panel of design professionals with the 
final patch selected by the commissioner corps. The final design will be announced in 
late October. 
 
Submissions must meet the following criteria to be considered: 

• The design should clearly and memorably reflect the Three Harbors Council name, 
connoting the Lake Michigan harbors in Kenosha, Milwaukee and Racine. 

• The design must fit within a 5” wide by 2” tall area. 

• Council Shoulder Patches (CSPs) cannot have the city or state on them. Only the 
Council name is allowed. 

• All emblems must contain a Boy Scouts of America corporate identifier: either, 
“BSA” without any periods, “Boy Scouts of America” or the BSA fleur-de-lis; as 
instructed in the BSA Insignia Guide.  

• No trademarks are allowed without prior authorization expressed from the 
trademark owner (on company letter), and written approval from the BSA.  

• No text or designs over the BSA Universal Emblem or fleur-de-lis, when it is the 
only identifier used.  And only an official BSA fleur-de-lis will be permitted. 

• No text or designs superimposed over the American flag (either current or formerly 
flown), nor attached to it any mark, insignia, letter, word, figure, picture, or drawing 
of any nature (a stationary American flag may not be used as a patch backing, 
however, a “waving” American flag may be used).  

• No obscene gestures, language or slang that the BSA, at its sole discretion, would 
deem as reflecting poorly on the organization, its programs and/or its members.  
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• No words or designs that the BSA would consider, at its sole discretion, to reflect 
poorly on the values of BSA or that it would deem offensive to BSA and/or its 
members.  

• There should not be any political reference made on patches.  

• BSA Emblems do not require statutory markings (i.e. ®,TM, ©), except in cases 
where the emblem or patch is of sufficient size that these marks can be produced 
legibly.  

     

Other things to consider when designing a patch for the Three Harbors Council: 

• The design should be unique from commercial logos that incorporate harbor or 
lighthouse designs. 

• The design should be one that can be easily transferred to an embroidered patch; 
excessively fine detail does not work well on embroidered patches. 

• All submitted designs become the exclusive property of the Three Harbors Council 
– Boy Scouts of America, Inc.; designers must release any ownership through an 
online submission form found at www.ThreeHarborsScouting.org. 

• The design should be one that Scouts and Scouters can relate to. 

 

 

Design submissions will be accepted until noon on October 16, 2011.  
Submissions are not considered complete unless an online release form has 
been filled out.  All minor contest applicants must have parental consent and 
release in the online form as well. 

Designs should be submitted as digital files, either via e-mail to Katie Clark at 
Katie.Clark@Scouting.org, or on a CD (CD’s will not be returned) delivered to: Three 
Harbors Council, 330 S. 84th St., Milwaukee, WI 53214 – Attn: Katie Clark  

 

If you have questions about the shoulder patch design competition, contact Katie Clark 
at 414-443-2847 or at Katie.Clark@Scouting.org . 
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